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West Coast Odyssey 

The Adventures of Muriel, Rhonda, and Jack 

 

 
The Nut at Stanley by Muriel Rollins 

 

 
Driving along snow-covered Highlands Roads by Rhonda Mortimer 
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First meeting 2022 on Feb 8th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEST COAST ODYSSEY 
by 

Muriel Rollins, Jack Barker & Rhonda Mortimer 

Off we three went on an overcast Monday morning for an 

8-day exploration of the West Coast of our beautiful state. 

Silent trepidation flowed amongst us as the weather 

forecast was rain, rain, and more rain. We were pleasantly 

surprised as we were only unable to fulfil two stops of our 

extensive itinerary, one due to inclement weather at Nelson 

Falls, and temporary closure of the Waddamana Hydro 

Electric site. 

First stop was the Guide Falls at Ridgley which were in full 

flow from all the rain the northwest has had. Then onto Dip 

Falls on the outskirts of Stanley which was also a 

spectacle. 

Stanley, as we're sure you all know, has an abundance of 

things to see, do and photograph as well as fabulous 

seafood to eat including delicious lobster. 

Early start the next morning heading off to the Tarkine Drive 

savouring the photogenic opportunities of the amazing fern 

forest walk to the Trowutta Arch. We also visited the Sink 

Hole, Sumac Lookout, Kanunnah Bridge over the Arthur 

River, Couta Rocks, Sarah Anne Rocks and The Edge of 

the World, before arriving at our digs, for the night at Arthur 

River. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The Sinkhole” on the Tarkine Drive by Rhonda 

 

 
“Couta Rocks shoreline” by Muriel  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Morse Bay at Strahan by Jack Barker 
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After a quick cuppa off to Marrawah, where we 

embraced not only the purest air but also magical 

landscapes that meet the ocean vistas. We enjoyed a 

delicious dinner at the Marrawah Inn thanks to the new 

owners. 

Next morning off on the Arthur River 'Red Boat' Cruise 

through beautiful, untouched wilderness on either side 

of the boat offering a few reflection opportunities to 

capture. Stopped along the river and embarked on a 

very wet and slippery rainforest walk to a waterfall which 

only, out of this trio, Jack could traverse with some 

assistance. On return, from our walk, we enjoyed a BBQ 

lunch and a visit from a resident Pademelon and her 

joey. After our cruise a quick dash back to Couta Rocks 

for some more photo taking and a drive to the Corinna 

Road only to be greeted by an electronic sign advising 

the road to Corinna was closed. Catastrophe!! Muriel 

said (with a French accent), “I'll make a cuppa”. So, a 

long detour back to Smithton to reach the Murchison 

Hwy to take us to Waratah and onto Corinna 4 hrs. later. 

Next morning, we sailed up the Pieman River on board 

the ‘Arcadia 11'. This was another wilderness delight 

cruising for 22 kms after which we disembarked near the 

Pieman Heads. We enjoyed a beach walk which was 

impressive with its wild ocean, big dramatic skies and a 

beach strewn with various driftwood, shells, and a 

gumboot tree to boot. Our cameras certainly had a 

workout. 

 

Looking towards Woolnorth wind farm from 

Marrawah by Jack 

 

“Dip Falls” near Stanley by Muriel 

 

 
“Couta Rocks” by Rhonda 

 

 
“Edge of the World sunset by Jack  

 

 
“Gum Tree” at Pieman River Heads. 

Photo by Rhonda 

 
Old Slipway at Couta Rocks by Jack 
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After cruising back to Corinna, we boarded a small 

rubber-sided vessel for the "Sweetwater Cruise" 

exploring a different view of the Pieman. We 

disembarked onto a boardwalk which led to stairs that 

took us to the beautiful Lovers Falls and an seeing an 

intriguing un-named plant that changes colour when 

touched. Back on board we then ventured into the 

Savage River where we learnt all about, and even saw 

some remains of, Australia's furthest inland shipwreck, 

the 'SS Croydon'. 

After this cruise we drove onto the Fatman Barge to 

cross the Pieman River, and off to Strahan where we 

stayed for three nights. We took in all the usual sights 

including, a performance of The Ship that Never Was, 

starring our very own Jack {AKA} John Barker, Hogarth 

Falls, Ocean Beach and Queenstown with its panoramic 

view from Spion Kop. 

Our second last day we packed up and headed through 

rain toward Bronte Park. It started to snow on the way 

and did not stop. It was just perfect! As the day 

progressed the snow settled onto trees, buildings, and 

the edges of the lakes. 

The next morning, we couldn’t open the screen door of 

our Bronte Park cabin because the snow was so deep. 

Given Jack’s extensive knowledge of the Highlands and 

its lakes we were taken to beautiful, picturesque areas 

where our cameras didn’t stop all day.  

Home was via Liawenee, The Great Lakes Hotel, and 

Central Highlands Lodge, The Pumphouse, Steppes 

Cottage & Sculptures, and Arthurs Lake all blanketed in 

snow. A perfect ending to a perfect escape! 

 

White Bellied Sea Eagle at Arthur River by Jack 

 

Highland relics in the snow at Bronte Park by 

Muriel 

 

 
“Waratah in the snow at Bronte Park” 

Photo by Muriel 
 

 
Snow at Bronte Park village by Rhonda 

 

 
Iron Blow Lookout at Queenstown by Jack. 

Snow on the way. 
 

 
The Pump House at Lake St Clair by Muriel 
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Muriel and Jack beside the “Arcadia II” on the 

Pieman River at Corinna. Photo by Rhonda. 
≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈ 

Appreciation Award 
This month’s Appreciation Award goes to Muriel Rollins 
who has been organising the raffles at the monthly 
meetings, choosing books for prizes, and selling raffle 
tickets at each meeting.  Funds raised from the raffles 
have helped build up club funds.  Also acknowledged 
are Sue Griffith and Jack Barker who have sold raffle 
tickets at club meetings. 
 

 
≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈ 

Christmas meeting 
Tuesday 14th December at 7.00pm 

At the Lions Clubrooms, Merino St, Kings Meadows 
Fellowship from 7.00pm to 7.45pm 

Bring a Plate of finger food or nibbles.  Bar open 
 

Results of the Robert Mackrill Trophy competition for 
colour digital images, the Dorothy Mackrill Trophy for 
monochrome digital images, and the Ikin Trophy for a 
Tasmanian Heritage-listed building will be announced 
at the meeting. 
 

The Mackrill Trophy entries have been judged by 
members of the Photographic Society of America.  The 
Ikin Trophy entries have been judged by local eminent 
architectural photographer, Thomas Ryan.  The Ikin 
Trophy remembers club members, Jack and Gwen Ikin, 
who were killed in a road smash at Longford, returning 
from an NTCC field trip. 
 

Members who are present will have the opportunity to 
cast their votes for entries in the Centenary Trophy for 
the best image of a club member on a club activity.  The 
winner will be the first to be presented with the new 
Centenary Trophy produced by the Mens Shed at Kings 
Meadows. 

 

November Club Meeting Guest Speaker 
 

 Last month’s guest speaker was Senior Examiner 
Photographer, Phillip Biggs, who stepped in at short 
notice when the booked speaker was unavailable. 

 
Phillip Biggs addressing the meeting. 

 

Phillip’s early career as a newspaper journalist was 
undertaken in the Geelong region. He was attracted 
to being a newspaper photographer when, as a 
schoolboy, a photo he took of a vehicle accident was 
published on the front page of the Geelong paper. 
 

Phillip recalled the early days of digital photography. 
Emailing a photo back to the Examiner in Launceston 
could take an incredibly long time, all the time hoping 
the image would be transmitted.  
 

 
Another memorable photo from the Examiner  

Photos by Roy Tan 
 

One of Phillip’s most memorable assignments was 
being sent to photograph a visit to a sheep farm 
outside Hobart by Prince Charles. 
 
The horde of photographers present were allocated 
positions to photograph His Royal Highness. Under 
no circumstances were photographers to move from 
their allocated positions. Phillip’s prospects of 
securing a memorable photo of HRH were not 
promising. 
 
However, the Gods smiled on Phillip on that day. He 
was able to get close up photographs of Prince 
Charles in the sheep pens, talking to locals. Here was 
a page one photo! 
 
Another very interesting talk by the Examiner 
photographers.  

 
 

 

This 
month’s 
raffle 
prize 
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The article below appeared in the December 2021 issue of Rotary Down Under, the Rotary national monthly 
magazine for Australia.  The article featured a number of Rotarians who take photos of Rotary people and events.  

As mentioned in the article, the photo at the bottom of the page of the two yellow boats appeared on the front 
cover of Rotary Down Under in 2013. 
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